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The Day Before 
By Martha Sneil Nicholson 


OME time some ordinary day will 
come, 
A day like this, filled to the brim 
With ordinary tasks, perhaps so full 
That we have little time or thought 


for Him; 
And there will be no hint from silent 
skies, 
No sign, no clash of cymbals, roll of 
drums, 


And yet that ordinary day will be 
The very day before our dear Lord 
comes! 


The day before we lay our burdens 
. down, 
And learn instead the strange feel of 
a@ crown, . 
The day before all grieving will be past, 
\And all tears wiped away at last, at 
last; 


When we shall bid farewell, nor see 
again 
That bitter-sweet, lifelong companion, 
Pain, 
But through unmerited, unfathomed 
grace, 
Our rapt eyes shall behold our 
Saviour’s face! 


O child of God, awake and work and 
pray! 
That ordinary day may be today, 
And yet the setting of tomorrow’s sun 
Will find a billion souls still here, 
unwon! 


Harps on the Willows 


Is four harp hung up on a willow 
tree? “Oh,” you say, “I haven’t any 
harp, and if I had I couldn’t play it.” 
But what most hinders praise to God 
is not unused harps but hearts out of 
tune. The first requirement of accepta- 
ble praise is not musical skill, but a 
thankful heart. Israel in captivity in 
Babylon presents a good picture of any 
of us when we are out of communion 
with God. “By the rivers of Babylon,” 
wrote the Psalmist, “there we sat down, 
yea, we wept, when we remembered 
Zion. We hanged our harps upon the 
willows in the midst thereof. . . . They 
that wasted us required of us mirth, 
saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. 
How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a 
strange land?” (Psa. 137:1-4.) So it is 
with every Christian who is disobeying 
God or resisting His will at some point. 
It is sheer mockery to expect him to 
sing “one of the songs of Zion.” If he 
tries, it will sound hollow and flat, for 


_ 


Christian 


“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty” (2 Cor. 3:17). 


E LIVE in a day when millions 

W are enslaved and suffer cruel 

oppression. They are praying 

and longing for the day of deliverance 
and freedom. Tens of thousands are 
herded together in concentration camps. 
A great multitude in the occupied coun- 
tries have been taken from their homes 


and forced to labor in an alien land. . 


Never shall we fully know all that our 
fellows have suffered at the hands of 
their heartless and ruthless oppressors. 
And yet, there are thousands of enslaved 
souls who are enjoying a liberty and 
peace unknown to those who hold them 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Blessed is the man that en- 
dureth temptation: for when he is 
tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath prom- 
ised to them that love him” (Jas. 


1:12). 
— 




















he is in a “strange land.” The Scrip-, 
tures and the marfyrs and church his- 
tory and missionary annals and even 
our own experience all testify that 
strange lands or circumstances cannot 
stifle our songs if our hearts are right 
with God. What could seem more hope- 
less than the condition of Paul and Silas 
in the Philippian jail, yet at midnight 
they “prayed, and sang praises unto 
God: and the prisoners heard them” 
(Acts 16:25). Perhaps we cannot carry 
a tune, but even “a joyful noise unto 
God” means something to Him (Psa. 
66:1). If you would like to get your harp 
down from the willow tree,. ask God 
to: show you how to do it and which 
strings are out of tune, and: with His 
own hand to set them right again. He 
can do it in a very short time, if you 
will listen to His voice. Then you will 
find yourself once again “singing’ and 
making melody in your: heart to: the 
Lord; giving thanks always.fgr all things 
unto God and the Father im} the name< 
of our Lord Jesus Christ® (Eph.*5:19, 20). ' 
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Liberty 
in bondage. A man may. be enclosed 


within prison walls and yet be glori- 
ously free in mind and soul, for “where 
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib- 
erty” (2 Cor. 3:17). A man who is pos- 
sessed, controlled, and guided by the 
Holy Spirit experiences true liberty, 
however oppressive and adverse his out- 
ward circumstances. Brave John Bun- 
yan spoke of his prison as “home,” and 
witnessed of it cheerily: 
The prison very sweet to me, 
Hath been since I came here; 
And so would also hanging be, 
If God would there appear. 

When we no longer resist the work 
of the Holy Spirit, but submit to His 
appeals and receive into our hearts and 
lives the Lord Jesus as our personal 
Saviour, then the Spirit enters into pos- 
session, and we allow Him to have His 
way with us. In the words of Paul, 
as we “walk in the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16), 
so do we experience “the glorious lib- 
erty of the children of God” (Rom. 8: 
21). Until we know something of the 
liberty of the Spirit and the freedom 
of sonship, we are strangers to ‘liberty. 
The Jews boasted of their freedom, but 
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Christ declared they were slaves, and 
knew nothing of the freedom enjoyed 
by sons in the home of their Father. 
“Every one that committeth sin is the 
bondservant of sin. And the bondserv- 
ant abideth not in the house for ever: 
the son abideth for ever” (John 8:34, 
35). Only those who are liberated by 
the Son through the Spirit are “free 
indeed” (v. 36). 


‘“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty” in the realm of conscience. 
Until man is freed from the burden of 
_a@ guilty conscience it is foolish to talk 
of liberty. A conscfence that is fettered 
to a guilty unforgiven past is not free 
from unrest, misery, and the fear of 
the future. Most men and women, how- 
ever indifferent they may appear to be 
outwardly, cannot get rid of the thought 
that there is a God to whom some day 
they must give an account of their. lives. 
They may try to repress this thought 
‘in various ways— by living in pleasure 
or sin, or by absorption in material 
things — and possibly succeed, but they 
will still be unhappy, fearful, and rest- 
less, until they squarely face that which 
they seek to repress, and get right with 
God. Conscience can never be free from 
its guilt and its fears until sin is par- 
doned and we are reconciled to God. 
Through faith in the precious blood of 
Christ shed for our sins we are liber- 
ated from all sense of guilt, condemna- 
tion, and fear, and we enjoy a sense of 
freedom, joy, and peace unknown be- 
fore. Then we know that “there is 
therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). 
When we are reconciled to God, then 
it is that we enjoy peace of conscience 
and the heart is light, joyous, and free. 


“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty” in Life. When the convert, 
free from condemnation, walks in the 
Spirit,— that is, follows the leading of 
the Spirit,—he is freed from many 
things to which he was bound in the 
past: He is freed not only from the 
guilt of sin, but also from the slavery 
of sin; he is freed from the fear of man, 
from strife and passion, vanity and dis- 
content; ambition and jealousy. 

Freedom without power is useless. A 
man in a free country is at liberty to 
go wher¢ he will, at least in normal 
times, but if his body is racked~with 
pain and he cannot leave his bed, this 
freedom is useless to him. Man is free 
to be good,—he wants to be good,— 
‘but he lacks the power because his 
nature ever draws him toward that 
which is evil (see Rom. 7:21-23). He 
needs a power greater than his own if 
he is to be free. 

Man is not free, though he boasts of 
his freedom. I once saw a charabanc 
(open bus) full of intoxicated trippers. 
In their upraised and unsteady hands 
they held bottles of beer and sang most 
lustily, “Britain never, never, never 
shall be slaves.” They were unconscious 
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of the lie upon their lips, for they were 
slaves to a habit that destroys body, 
soul, and mind. We see men and women 
ever trying to run away from them- 
selves, but they are slaves to a self from 
which they cannot free themselves. “My 
giant,” says Emerson, “goes with me 
wherever I go.” 


(Continued on page. 509) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Is the Society of pre yer ‘ 
Evangelistic? 


In your issue of April 8, under the title 
of “A Survey of. Religious Life and 
Thought,” you printed a review by Ernest 
Gordon. The work of the Quakers in 
Mexico and the project with Negroes in 
Indianapolis were ‘discussed. briefly. The 
comments of the author might lead some 
readers to believe that Quakers have only 
this one type of work. 

The facts are that the Society of Friends 
(Quakers) have mission stations and serv- 
ice centers in many countries, with a 
range of services including evangelism, 
education, industry, agriculture, and re- 
lief. We have also tried to go into the 
“hot spots” of conflict and*by good-will 
projects encourage the ways of creative 
peace. 

Mr. Gordon implies that there are no 
“spiritual drains. and ditches” being dug 
in such projects as ours in Mexico. Ex- 
actly the opposite is our aim. Our service 
is spiritually based. and motivated. He 
implies that in the Indianapolis project 
Wwe are salvaging bricks but not men. He 
has missed the heart of the whole under- 
taking. 

Our only object is the releasing of the 
power of God into human relationships, 
that men may be transformed by His 
Spirit and equipped to be citizens, Chris- 
tian in_life and attitude for our difficult 
days. There is so much evidence that 
words have failed to save us, not because 
they were wrong, but because they lacked 
the flesh and blood of daily application. 
This application must not be confined 
only to individual relations; but to the 
social complex within which we live. I 
hope Mr. Gordon can agree that such ap- 
plication has been left “undone” entirely 
too long. 

In this reply I am not overlooking the 
words by which he commended our serv- 
ices in those-two areas. Nor do I wish 
to imply that we are wholly satisfied with 
our work. I wish only to try to com- 
plete the picture he has given.—An In- 
diana Friend. 


Mr. Gordon’s. comment on the work 
of American Friends in Mexico and In- 
dianapolis was not harsh or. unkind, for 
he .commended their reclamation . and 
social service projects. Of the work in 
Mexico he wrote: 

There is no mention of preaching the 
Gospel, the heavenly program of “good 
will toward men.” There are spiritual 
drains and ditches to be dug; moral “erad- 
ication projects”; “modeél’" men and 
women to be made by the new bir‘ :in 
Christ. 


Concerning the work in the Negro 
community center in Indianapolis, he 
wrote: 


Excellent ! _ But why not, with it all, 


_be saved’ (Acts 11:14). 


July. 15, 1969, 


intensive Bible teaching and the salvag- 

ing of men? j 

In reply to an inquiry Mr. Gordon 
wrote: 

I think he [the Friend] fails to realize 
that “the words that I [Christ] speak unto 
you, they.are spirit, and they are life.” 
Of course we all believe with James that 
good works are needful also. I did mean 
regeneration when I spoke of salvaging 
men as well as bricks. Do these salvagers 
of bricks attempt to bring personal sal- 
vation also? 


One cannot help noticing that in the 
letter from the Indiqna Friend there is 
no mention of such vital truths as the 
sinfulness of all men, the hope of sal- 
vation only through the blood of Christ, 
and the absolute necessity for the new 
birth. On the contrary, these first steps 
in regeneration are beclouded by such 
phrases as “the ways of creative peace,” 
and “the releasing of the power of God 
in the human relationships.” It does 
say that their object is “that men may 
be transformed by His Spirit and equip- 
ped to be citizeris, Christian in life and 
attitude for our difficult days.” This is 
good, as far as it goes, for it is the only 
way in which men can be transformed. 
But, as it stands, it purports to lift men 
out of their sin and fallen condition into 
the Christian life without the passage 
from death into life through the new 
birth, which Christ explained to Nico- 
demus was the only door of entrance 
into the Kingdom of God. 

An evangelical Friend comments on 
the above letter: 

“It is doubtless correct that this group 
of Friends, with headquarters in Rich- 
mond, Ind., have through the years given 
some place in their extension work to 
evangelism. But if this group were 
compared with the Damascus (Ohio) 
group of Friends, it would be evident 
that the latter has specialized in evange- 
lism, and they are almost alone in this 
among American Quakers of today. If 
one is to judge the Quakers of all the 
United States by their co-operative 
agency known as the American Friends 
Service Committee, it is probable that 
the gentle criticism of Mr. Gordon still 
holds good. Their message is one of 
good will and good works, but the words 
were wrong, judging by the first cen- 
tury Christian standard given by the 
angel to Cornelius, the Roman, that 
Simon Peter ‘shall tell thee ‘words, 
whereby thou and all thy house shall 
The imperatives 
of the Gospel are ignored, and for years 
the workers of the Service Committee 
have refused to distribute copies of the 
Bible or portions offered by their own 
Philadelphia _ Association committed to 
such distribution. It was ‘by the fool- 
ishness of preaching’ (1 Cor. 1:21) that 
the Apostle Paul shook the Roman Em- 
pire. Judging by the feeding of Ger- 
man children, twenty years ago, by the 
Friends Service Committee, there was 
no salvation ‘preached and today the 
good will has faded out.” 
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Lost in the Temple 


Have you gone "a day's journey” without Him? 
By ESTHER MILLER PAYLER 


but in thought, you have become a 

little “weary in well doing” and 
wished you didn’t have that job of 
teaching or being an officer in the Sun- 
day school, or some other church activ- 
ity. Such words and thoughts may be 
symptoms of spiritual letdown for which 
a_ tonic is needed, 

There are germs that may poison the 
efficiency of the experienced as well as 
the inexperienced Sunday school work- 
ers and pupils. Habit and long usage 
may dull the cutting edge of enthusiasm 
and realization. Indifference and spir- 
itual callouses may cause us to lose our 
consciousness of the presence of Christ 
and His Spirit, even in the midst of our 
church work. We may become “Gospel 


Pirin at times, not in words, 


‘ hardened,” that is, we may hear the 


Scripture words, lessons, and sermons 
often, until we hear only on the sur- 
face, and do not appreciate their mean- 
ing and spiritual depths. 

‘A young minister, coming home from 
a conference, confided to his mother 
that it seemed to him the church had 
organized to such an extent that it had 
almost organized the Saviour out of -it. 
Organization —a necessary help in get- 
ting a great deal of work of the King- 
dom done—can go too far, and crowd 
out the Lord Jesus, in spirit, when the 
organization exists for _organization’s 
sake. Sometimes we have to guard 
against this spirit in the large: Sunday 
school, remembering the Sunday school’s 
work is to lead the scholars to know 
the Lord Jesus. 

Routine, monotony, and failure to 
keep up to date may dry the vitality 


- out of our Sunday school programs, and 


discourage the growth of young leader- 
ship. 


Taking Christ for Granted 


With new awareness, in Luke 2:42-51, 
we can read the familiar story of how 
Joseph and Mary lost Jesus in the Tem- 
ple, and “knew not of it.” They took 
it for granted that He was “in the com- 
pany.” 

An officer of a church goes to Sunday 
school and church regularly. Often, 
during the lesson in the school, he yawns 
and absently looks out of the window. 
During the service, after the opening, 
and when the minister starts the ser- 
mon, he promptly falls into a nap, from 
which he is only awakened by the organ 
playing and singing of the last hymn. 
From all appearances, this man has lost 
interest and enthusiasm, and his Chris- 
tian experience is simply a habit. He 
is taking it for granted that the Lord 
Jesus is “in the company.” He is not 


/ 
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seeking Him as Mary and Joseph had 
to do. 

Did you notice in the story that Mary 
and Joseph had only gone “a day’s jour- 
ney” away, but it took them three days 
to get back to Jesus? Backsliding is 
easy, but the getting back is harder go- 
ing. 


Backsliding is so often gradual, slow, 
a little slackening here and there, like 
the diseases of the body that silently 
devour cell by cell and do not make 
their presence known, until they have 
reached a-:fatal stage. 


Symptoms of Losing Touch 


What was Jesus doing when Mary 
and Joseph found Him? He was busy 
about His Father’s business, deeply in- 
terested; and such as are truly thus 
busy, and not just about side issues, 
can never get out of touch with Him. 

What are some of the symptoms and 
cures for this losing touch? Sometimes 
we stagnate in our Christian experience 
because we do not grow. Complacently 
satisfied, we rest on past accomplish- 
ments. We do not study and think on 
the functions of the church and Sunday 
school as related to the problems and 
changes of the times. If we can meet 
other Christian workers in other 
churches and exchange experiences and 
gain inspiration from them, if we can 
attend institutes, courses, and meetings, 
we grow and get fresh inspiration. If 
we live in rural or small communities, 
where personal touch is not ‘available, 
we can read regularly Sunday school 
literature and periodicals, and thus gain 
inspiration and growth, Scripture read- 
ing, meditation, and prayer are the uni- 
versally available. means of spiritual 
growth and the best insurance against 
getting stale. 

One superintendent of an isolated 
Sunday school says he keeps spiritually 
growing and alert by each morning tak- 
ing a Scripture verse to learn and “chew 
over” at odd moments of the day during 
his work, when he has a chance to be 
free to think. No matter how busy the 
hands, or the brain, every day affords 
many minutes when the mind can dwell 
refreshingly on “the things which are 
not seen.” 

When we comprehend new truths and 
meanings in the Bible, we can impart 
them to others. One Sunday school 
teacher of a woman’s class reads over 
the Sunday school lesson each day of 
the week and thinks of it as she goes 
about her work, and reads comments 
on it during her brief rest periods. Al- 
though she never has a long time to 


’. study, she finds that this prepares her 
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for teaching; and having the thoughts 
in mind and: turning them over, it is 
surprising how much applies that she 
remembers from her own experience, 
and which happens in her daily life, 
and how much that comes to her atten- 
tion in newspapers, periodicals, radio, 
conversation, and the like serves to illus- 
trate the lesson truth. 

A friend has a cherry dresser, which 
glows with radiant polish and depth 
of color. It is ordinary cherry wood, 
but it has been polished and rubbed 
over and over, until it has a depth of 
luster. So in order to appreciate and 
understand its full significance, we must 
go over and deeper into the outstand- 
ing truths of Scripture, and yet still 
regard them in childlike wonder. 

When you think of it, does the great- 
ness of God overwhelm you, and yet 
are you filled with wonder that, in all 
His greatness, as St. Augustine said, 
“He loves each one of us, as if there 
were only one of us’’? 

“Great is our God above all gods,” 
we read in Second Chronicles 2:5. Do 
we not all need to realize afresh the 
greatness and goodness of our Father, 
and not take it for granted? 

At times if we take an inventory of our 
blessings, counting them “one by one,” 
it will cure our discouragement, “blues,” 
and hopelessness, and we shall start out 
with new vigor. 

Remember how that little band of 
scared and bewildered disciples became 
the firm foundations of the Church after 
Pentecost, when they received the bap- 
tism of the Spirit. 

“Thou art the God that doest won- 
ders” (Psa. 77:14). God is willing to 
do wonders through us, if we will work 
with Him. “Pray without ceasing,” at 
least in spirit, and do the work as it 
comes to your hand in the Sunday school. 
If you have the faith and consecration, 
and depend on the Spirit, setbacks and 
the fact that the task doesn’t seem big 
and important will not interfere with 
you. You will be content to work as 
God wants you to and know that He 
will give you bigger jobs as you are 
ready for them. “But they that wait 
upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and not 
aint” (Isa. 40:31). 


That Tiptoe of Expectancy 


You never know when a really big 
opportunity for service may come. You 
cannot judge the extent of your influ- 
ence and what you are accomplishing 
as you teach and do your duties Sunday 
after Sunday. That “tiptoe of expec- 
tancy” is enough to add dash and inter- 
est to your work and protect it from 
commonplaceness. 

A judge before whom 40,000 persons 
had appeared made this statement: 
“Less than one-half of one per cent of. 


(Continued on page 510) 
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By ERNEST GORDON 


has been held in the last half 

year, Dr. Oswald J. Smith lead- 
ing; the missions co-operating being the 
Sudan United, the Sudan Interior, the 
Africa Inland, the China Inland, the 
Bolivian Indian, the Evangelical Union 
of South America, the Unevangelized 
Fields Mission, the Russian Gospel As- 
sociation, and the South Africa General 
Mission. The meetings have been 
marked by great interest, crowded 
churches, volunteering for mission serv- 
ice, and notable subscriptions. Thus at 
the Park St. Church meeting, Boston, 
$45,000 was contributed; in the People’s 
Church, Toronto, $115,000; at all the con- 
ventions $215,000! It reminds one of 
the Laymen’s Missionary Movement of 
a generation ago. 

Of the Toronto meeting one writes: 
“It would be impossible to describe the 
enthusiasm of the people. The great 
auditorium was_ filled again and again 
throughout the day, scores upon scores 
being compelled to stand. Even during 
the last service, which was held from 
9 to 10 at night, many were still stand- 
ing, unable to get seats. Four services 
were held each day. Mr. R. G. Le- 
Tourneau was the speaker, and the huge 
congregations enjoyed him immensely.” 

The People’s Missionary Society of 
the People’s Church, Toronto, supports 
120 missionaries and 160 students and 
native evangelists, under the mission- 
ary societies mentioned above. It will 
now be possible to send out and sup- 
port at least forty new workers. In 
addition, tabernacles, dispensaries, 
clinics, orphanages, missionary homes, 
etc., will be built on various fields. 
Hymnbooks and pamphlets will be pub- 
lished and a great advance work car- 
ried on along many lines. 

And the native church is holding up 
its end. Mr. Davis of the Africa Inland 
told the people that in 1930 there were 500 
native evangelists, many supported from 
the home base. Today there are 3,000 
such evangelists, all supported by the 
native churches themselves. 


A leper colony on the West Coast of 
Africa is described in Life and Work, 
by a Scottish physician: 

“We pass on the way several of our 
smaller mission stations, each with a 
stirring history of toil and prayer. At 
length we reach , once the big- 
gest slave market on the coast and now 

* the site of the renowned Leper Colony. 
All the buildings—school, hospital, 
church, and houses — have been built by 
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lepers under the direction of Dr. Mc- 
Donald, and there are now over 2,000 
undergoing treatment. They live in four 
separate villages, one of which is for 
women, and all do some useful work. 
The colony is wholly self-supporting in 
food, makes a good deal of its own medi- 
cines (including castor oil), and exports 
palm oil and many other commodities. 
Most of the machinery in the workshops 
was bought as scrap iron from various 
derelict factories and salvaged launches. 
It is now doing excellent work in spite 
of past exposure to tropical rain and 
weather. The church service on Wed- 
nesday was the most moving I ever at- 
tended, — 1,800 lepers present, and sing- 
ing such as I never heard better in any 
Scots’ kirk. Before the founding of the 
colony these people would have been 
driven out and left to die.” 

Remember the American Mission to 
Lepers, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10! 


At Home with the Lord.—Dr. Hugh 
R. Grant, former moderator of the Cana- 
ian General Assembly, was the great 
pioneer of Presbyterianism in Western 
Canada, and, in passing, the prototype 
of Ralph Connor’s “The Sky Pilot.” He 
worked in ranching communities and in 
new-founded towns, helped to settle 
strikes, was remembered for his selfless 
labors in a fire-stricken town, and ad- 
mired by men both inside and outside 
the church. 

Dr. M. Reu of Wartburg Lutheran 
Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, was the 
author of a New Testament commentary 
in six volumes, “the most exhaustive and 
scholarly since Zahn’s great work. It 
would be hard to find any important 
research in New Testament theology, 
archeology, textual criticism, or what 


not, which has not been covered by the ’ 


author of this new commentary.” 

Mr. Meyer Pearlman, a Hebrew-Chris- 
tian attached to the Pentecostalists, 
edited their Adult Sunday School Quar- 
terly with a circulation of 160,000, as 
well as writing the Adult Teachers’ 
Quarterly with 35,000 copies. When he 
was a boy in Jewish schools, he tells 
us, he used to sing rude songs about 
Jesus, although he knew nothing con- 
cerning Him. He and, the other school- 
boys bought secondhand copies of the 
King James Bible for their Old Testa- 
ment study, but always tore out the 
New Testament before using them. After 
his conversion he wrote: “The Jewish 
national anthem is written in a minor 
key. All Jewish music has that minor 
strain. But I rejoice that the music this 
side of the cross is written in majar.” 
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The National Congress against Vice, 
held in Mexico City in February, and 
described by Mr. Camargo in the Chris- 
tian Century, recommended to the Gov- 
ernment the abolition of legalized prosti- 
tution, the suspension of liquor selling 
on Saturday afternoons and Sundays, hy- 
gienic and antialcohol education, better 
housing, state care of addicts, suppres-- 
sion of pornographic publications, and 
sd on! It was an Official affair with dele- 
gates from all the departments of the 
Government. So far ahead of our own 
Government at the present time is the 
Government of Mexico! 

I was interested in noticing that “Ma- 
ranatha,” an association of Mexican lay- 
men from various denominations, was 
among the participating bodies. That is 
as it should be. Believers in the Lord’s 
Second Coming should co-operate in all 
efforts to make things cleaner and safer 
morally at-the present time. That is a 
part of their witness to the Gospel in all 
the world. 


This Mexican Incident throws a con- 
trasting light on our own administration. 
Benjamin Franklin was a genuine Amef- 
ican; none more so. In Congress we 
have Americans of another sort, Con- 
gressman Celler, who speaks for whisky, 
and Congressman Sabath, for national 
lottery. Franklin said tersely: “Keep 
flax from fire and youth from gambling.” 
Senator Guffey, a Catholic, who has in- 
troduced the Lottery Bill into the Senate, 
does but reflect the opinion of those 
priests who run bingo games in Cleve- 
land, Brooklyn, and elsewhere. The bill 
is said to have the epproval also of Mr. 
Roosevelt, 

Guffey thinks this would draw five 
billions out of the pockets of the plain 
people. But in those pockets the billions 
should stay. The shiftless Irish Free 
State keeps its lottery. France has abol- 
ished hers because it was ruinous to 
small business and a moral pest. How 
a lottery works is described by a Provi- 
dence, R. L, merchant: 

“The entire season was just one big 
slump for us because of the new race 
track. Take Saturday, during the rac- 
ing meet. Ordinarily that’s our best 
selling day. But not last August. The 
stores were practically deserted. Every- 
body was out at the track betting and 
losing money that they might have spent 
for clothing and supplies. Their fam- 
ilies suffered and so did we merchants.” 


The Scots congregation in Rotterdam 
is this year 300 years old. It was com- 
posed originally of Scottish traders be- 
tween Holland and Scotland and Scot- 
tish soldiers who came to Holland to 
fight in the defense of Dutch Protestant- 
ism against the Spaniards. The Scots’ 
Brigade was for 200 years in the service 
of the Prince of Holland. The Scottish 
colony also received large accessions of 
Scottish Covenanters, driven from their 
homes by Anglican persecution. In 1697 
a.noble church was built by this con- 
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gtegation, of stone brought from Scot- 
land. This was destroyed in May, 1940, 
when the city of Rotterdam was raided 
and two. square miles of its busiest quar- 
ter reduced to a smoking desolation. 


Judge Joseph T. Zottoli of the Boston 
Municipal Court is a Protestant Italian 
and greatly regarded in the city for his 
integrity and ability. He now heads the 
state commission for the study of alco- 
holism. Some time ago I spent an after- 
noon with him, examining his charts 
and graphs. When they are published 
the nation will sit up. ; 

What does this Italian judge say? He 
says that “the greatest penological prob- 
lem is that presented by alcoholism.” 
He says that physicians and social 
workers and experts in many fields have 
too little courage to admit honestly 
what the root cause of the trouble really 
is, namely intoxicating liquor. He says 
that “the real remedy lies in the ulti- 
mate destruction of the liquor traffic — 
root, branches, and leaves. Leniency 
here spells defeat and human wreck- 
age. There should be leniency and sym- 
pathy for him who is poisoned, but lit- 
tle of this for the poisoners or the 
industry engaged in poisoning.” 

Thank God for the Italian judge who 
does not pussyfoot! 


M. Henri Lanctin, working among 
French Catholics in New Brunswick, 
makes two quotations from his mail: 

“The colporteur enters a home; a very 
old woman meets him. ‘Yes, I would 
like to buy your Book, particularly if 
it explains about purgatory. I am very 
worried. As you know, it does not mat- 
ter how much we do, we are never sure 


of getting out of it. But I cannot read, 


nor can my husband.’” 

_ “Before the priest told the people who 
M. Lanctin was, everybody listened to 
him when he was on the radio, and 
everyone spoke of him as a most won- 
derful priest. Now that they have been 
forbidden to listen, they speak differ- 
ently; but some still listen secretly. I 
am not afraid, and want to buy a New 
Testament.” 


There is a good deal of political piety 
in the air, and Christians should not be 
ensnared by it. Frank Kent of the Bal- 
timore Sun tells in his book, “Without 
Grease,” the story of a letter addressed 
by the White House to American minis- 


ters, asking for their advice and co- ~ 


operation. The sequel was very reveal- 
ing! 

The same phencmenon is observed in 
England, and the Methodist Recorder 
says: 

“Today we are living in a State that, 
in a time of stress and danger, has be- 
come apparently God-conscious. But 
underneath it is a certain falsity. It is 
always a danger signal when, in time 
of catastrophe, the State begins to pa- 
tronize religion. Unfortunately it is a 
signal that the churches have been: slow 
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to realize. They are still under the 
delusion that a Day of National Prayer 
can be of any value without national 
repentance, that an Atlantic Charter is 
more effective by being rounded off 
with ‘Onward, Christian Soldiers.’ The 
churches have allowed themselves to 
became the agents of Government propa- 
ganda. Quite early in the war the 
Council for Religious Broadcasting 
muzzled any frank and fearless speakers 
or preachers, so that sermons in wire- 
less became and still are most often 
innocuous trivialities.” 


“Though I give my body to be burned” 
is supposed to refer to an event in 
Athens twenty years before Christ and 
commemorated by an inscription on the 
tomb of a Hindu who there immolated 
himself. Strabo records the inscription: 
“Here lies Zarmanachegas, an Indian 
from Bargosa, who immortalized him- 
self in accordance with the ancestral 
custom of Hindus.” Dr. Nicol Mac- 
Nicol in the Expository Times, writes 
of a similar occurrence which also may 
well have ‘been in the mind of Paul, 
as of one educated in Greek history 
and literature. The case was of a Hindu 
in the entourage of Alexander the Great, 
who ascended the pyre which had been 
erected at Alexander’s command. “Then, 
as the torch was applied, the Ionian 
trumpets sounded altogether (sounding 
brass!) and the army shouted as they 
were wont to shout going into battle, 
and the Indian elephants uttered their 
peculiar cry. As the flames mounted 
and wrapped the figure of the sage, the 
onlookers saw him still motionless.” 
The same root words are used by Paul 
in 1 Corinthians 13 as those in the nar- 
rative which describes this incident, — 
echoing brass, echon and sunepechesai; 
alalazon and epalalazxai. x 


Another possible reference to India is 
in the Epistle of James, where he speaks 
of the tongue as, “a fire, a world of in- 
iquity,” which “setteth on fire the course 
of nature.” The literal translation is 
“the wheel of birth.” This is distinctly 
a Hindu-Buddhist allusion, the ho; 
revolving wheel of birth and rebirth, 
and Dr. MacNicol thinks James is 
“parodying the doctrine of transmigra- 
tion and scornfully associating the re- 
current evils of the sorrowful weary 
wheel with the malignant and deceitful 
tongue.” “It is set on fire of hell,” are 
the appropriate words that follow. 


How much nearer to actuality the 
pictures in the Revelation than the pipe 
dreams of Rousseau and Channing and 
Herbert Spencer and Edward Bellamy 
and the social gospelers! Not that one 
would imply that these pictures in the 
Revelation specifically apply to current 
events; only that their general tone and 
teaching fit into the present world pic- 
ture. Thus, “And there followed hail 
and fire mingled with blood, and they 
avere cast upon” — Berlin, Sofia, Ham- 
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burg. “And as it were a great moun- 
tain burning with fire was cast into the 
sea: and the third part of the sea be- 
came blood;”—at Midway, Coral Sea, 
Bismark Sea. “And the angel thrust in 
his sickle into the earth, and gathered 
the vine of the earth, and cast it into 
the great winepress of the wrath of God 
{the Russian front] and blood came out 
of the winepress, even unto the horse 
bridles [two million German dead]. 
And the cities of the nations fell;”— 
Warsaw, Coventry, Rotterdam, Kief. 
“And there fell upon men a great hail 
out of heaven, every stone about the 
weight of a talent” (block-busters): 
“and men [in underground shelters] 
blasphemed God because of the plague 
of the hail; for the plague thereof was 
exceeding great [200,000 tons per an- 
num]. The kings of the earth and of the 
whole world [global war], gather them 
to the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty.” The next words are, “Be- | 
hold, I come as a thief.” 


Mr. Daniel Bravin, head of the Luth- 
eran Jewish. Mission in Pittsburgh, re- 
ports, in the Hebrew Christian Alliance 
Quarterly, on the coming of the National 
Conference of Jews and Christians to 
his city. In the early twenties the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches sponsored a 
committee under Dr. E. R. Clinchy for 
the promotion of good will among Jews, 
Catholics, and Protestants. The Catho- 
lics and Jews were a little suspicious 
of the Protestants. Dr. Clinchy, how- 
ever, protested Christian missions to 
Jews and overemphasized . Protestant 
shortcomings. ‘This led to protests, so 
that the “Good-will Movement” of the 
Federal Council was organized as an 
independent agency, the National Con- 
ference of Jews and Christians. It owns 
and operates the Religious News Serv- 
ice and the Religious Remarkable Car- 
toon series used by newspapers. It ap- 
pears to be in close touch with the 
Federal Council, and is located near it, 
on Fourth Avenue in New York. 

Its incursion into Pittsburgh is de- 
scribed by Mr. Bravin. A mailing list 
was secured from the Pittsburgh Coun- 
cil of Churches and literature was sent 
to 700 Protestant ministers who were 
urged to observe “Brotherhood Sunday.” 
Eight suggestions were made, among 
which were these: They were asked 


. to have their Sunday schools use Jewish 


prayers in worship service with explana- 
tions of Jewish and Catholic beliefs 
and practices. Or, they were to get 
three laymen—Protestant, Catholic, 
and Jew—to speak at some church 
meeting. Catholics were not to be in- 
vited to these joint meetings! 

To the 400 ‘Catholic priests of Pitts- 
burgh no literature was sent, as the 
Bishop would not give permission to 
use the mailing list. Nor were letters 
and literature sent to the twenty rabbis 
of the city. Rabbis were not asked to 
have Christian prayers or practices in- 
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troduced and explained in their syna- 
gogues. It was a one-way road. Prot- 
estants alone are to be drilled in the 
virtues of tolerance. Yet they are the 
ones who need it least. 


An interesting parallel between the 
first book of Vergil’s “Aineid” and the 
Book of Genesis appears in the British 
Weekly. In the “Afneid” is the Latin 
poet’s account of the travels, and travail, 
of AZneas, passing from Troy to the es- 
tablishment of Rome. Tantae molis erat 
Romanam condere gentem! (“Such vast 
labor was entailed in the establishment 
of the Roman people!”) He, like Abra- 
ham, was looking for a city. The prom- 
ise came from Jove: “I have given 
them a kingdom that knows no end. An 
age shall come with the rolling years, 
when Peace shall throw open her por- 
tals and the dread gates of war be shut.” 
Of the stock of Afneas was to arise the 
man of destiny. “Oceans alone shall 
bound his realm and only the stars his 
fame.” 

The city of the pagan poet turned out 
to be pagan Rome and papal Rome, both 
promoters of war rather than of peace. 
Rome claims to be the urbs aeterna 
(“the kingdom that knows no end”), 
but it is doomed for destruction, as the 
Seer of Patmos predicted’ The city 
which hath foundations is not of Jove: 
its builder and maker is God. The seed 
of Abraham is the real Man of destiny 
whose realm is not bounded by oceans 
or even by stars. Until He, the Prince 
of Peace, comes, “the dread gates of 
war” cannot be shut. 


Religious Politics Are Replete with 
Contradictions——There is little doubt 
that there is an underground conflict 
between the Jews and the Jesuits. On 
the other hand, it is said that many of 
the Jesuit order have been Jews by 
birth and that the Jesuits look with 
hopeful anticipation on Catholic-Jewish 
missions. The Rev. A. F. Day, a Jesuit 
father, writing in the Catholic Worker, 
thinks that the Jew, with his memory 
of Temple worship, fits far more natu- 
rally into the Roman Catholic Church 
than into any form of Puritanism. But 
Temple worship in all its ritual forms 
was liquidated by Christ Himself, and 
for it was substituted not other forms, 
but worship in spirit and in truth (John 
4: 20-24). 

Synagogue services may indeed “re- 
mind one of Catholic worship.” The 
wearing of phylacteries does suggest 
scapulas, as the Jesuit father says, but 
the time for both is over. The .sugges- 
tion is offered that the mezuzah on the 
doorpost “might, by a natural transi- 
tion, give place to a badge*6f the Sacred 
Heart.” The Jew has his fasts, a dozen 
in the year, which, suggests our writer, 
parallel those of Lent. “His Kaddish 
prayers accustom him to pray for the 
dead and for the offering of masses for 
souls in Purgatory. The Feast of Esther 
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(Purim) is a steppingstone toward de- 
votion to Our Blessed Lady, who is the 
true glory of Israel and the gladness of 
Jerusalem. Succoth, the Feast of Taber- 
nacles, prepares the Jew for Palm Sun- 
day, the Feast of Lights (Hanukkah) 
for Candlemas.” ‘The procession of the 
Scrolls of the Law the Jesuit thinks a 
beautiful function. “Watch the devout 
ones, as the sacred object passes on its 
way; touch it with the corner of their 
Scrolls of the Law the Jesuit thinks a 
Celt, kiss the portion of the shawl that 
came in contact.” 

It is just such formalism from which 
we have been redeemed. Rabbinism is 
indeed Jewish popery and popery Cath- 
olic rabbinism. The children of Abra- 
ham have something better than Jesuit- 
ism in store for them. That is clear 
from the third chapter of Galatians. 


Church amity is far more important 
than church unity, and the Federal 
Council might make 4 contribution to 
such amity by inducing’ various 
churches, which hold possession of 
church properties historically not their 
own, to return them to those churches 
to which they really belong. The old 
Episcopal church on School St., Boston, 
King’s Chapel, might well be returned 
to the Episcopalians; also the “First” 


-churches of Boston and Cambridge, to- 


gether with the other plunder which 
Unitarians took from evangelical Con- 
gregationalists, to their rightful owners. 

The old Swedish Gloria Dei Church 
in S.. Philadelphia would be more fit- 
tingly in Lutheran hands today than in 
Episcopalian, for Lutherans founded it 
and fostered it for a century. The 
Huguenots of New Rochelle used to walk 
Saturday nights sixteen miles to their 
church on Pine St., New York, listen to 
two sermons on Sunday, and return in 
time for work Monday morning. Their 
spiritual descendants now worship in 
the little Eglise du Saint Esprit on East 
60th St., New York, and the service is 
half Anglican and half Calvinist, or, as 
a keen French boy said to me, “The 
pastor spends the last half of the serv- 
ice in ¢rebutting what he stood for in 
the first half.” It would be no great 
renunciation for the Episcopalians to re- 
tire so that the church might enter into 
a more natural relation. 


A remarkable relief movement is be- 
ing promoted by the World Student 
Service Fund in behalf of suffering stu- 
dents in war-torn and oppressed lands. 
In China special nutritional projects 
have been set up by the committee, 
notably soybean milk bars at cost price, 
and below cost to tuberculous students. 
Money has been advanced for making 
slide-rules for students of engineering. 
To students in Russia medical textbooks 
have been provided. The organization 
of study courses in prison camps is ex- 


tensive, courses in mathematics, law, - 


chemistry, medicine, biology, with in- 
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structors found in the prison camps 
themselves, Last year the committee in 
Europe sent 39,000 textbooks to war 
prisoners in Germany and Italy and 76,- 
000 notebooks with 15,600 pencils. Swed- 
ish students are providing writing paper 
which is nearly unobtainable in Ger- 
many. Certain American universities 
have adopted Chinese universities as ob- 
jects of sympathetic help. 


I was curious to learn how largely 
Unitarian schools participated in this, 
since Unitarians consider themselves 
especial protagonists of good works. 
Their two theological schools, Harvard 
and Meadville, are not listed as con- 
tributing, though Yale Divinity School 
sent $1,371; Union, $1,200; Andover-New- 
ton, $600. Radcliffe College, the women’s 
affiliate of Harvard, is not mentioned as 
giving, but Mt. Holyoke raised $2,000, 
and Smith College, $5,637. Harvard 
itself, certainly the richest university ‘in 
America, with an exceedingly rich stu- 
dent population, gave $500. With the 
exception of Johns Hopkins, every one 
of the thirty largest universities in the 
nation did better, some very much better 
—as Cornell, $2,843; University ‘of 
Illinois, $2,019; Syracuse University, 
$2,652; Stanford, $1,336; Yale, $1,400; 
University of California, $1,780; Univer- 
sity of Hawaii, $1,765, and so on. 

One can also fairly contrast the gift 
of Antioch College, a college taken by 
Unitarians from the Disciples of Christ, 
$66, with Oberlin,. its near Ohio neigh- 
bor, which gave $1,630. Prof. F. G, Pea- 
body for fifty years taught “Jesus Christ 
and the Social Question” in the Harvard 
Divinity School and in his “Social 
Ethics” courses. In his reminiscences 
he draws a slighting picture of Mr, 
Moody when Moody came to Harvard to 
preach Christ crucified. Note that in 
this great student collection for the suf- 
fering students of other lands, while 
Harvard raised only $500, the Northfield 
Schools’ students contributed*out of their 
poverty $1,311. Harvard was indeed in 
the class of little colleges, and outdone 
by many of these. 


Brief Notes 


A huge statue of Christ is to be raised 
on El Picacho mountain, Honduras. This 
is not a matter of congratulation to 
those who still believe in the Second 
Commandment. But it is good to report 

«that on the base will be carved the 
Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Decalogue (with the Second Command- 
ment omitted?), and the Beatitudes. 


Nicolas Berdyieff, a Russian thinker 
much in vogue, says in “The Meaning of 
History”: “An ultimate solution of the 
Jewish problem is possible only on the 
eschatological plane. Such a solution 
will coincide with that of universal his- 
tory. And it will represent the last act 
in the struggle between Christ and Anti- 
christ.” 42 
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LESSON 5. JULY 30. GIDEON'S FAITHFUL FEW 


International Uniform Lesson.— Judges 6, 7, and 8, printed text, Judges 7:4-7, 15-21 
Golden Text.—There is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few.—1 Sam. 14:6 


Kine James Version 
* Judges 7:4 And the Lorp said unto Gideon, The people are yet 
too many; bring them down unto the water, and I ‘will try them 
for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, 
This shall go with thee, the same shall:go with thee; and of 
whiomsoever I say unto thee, This shall. not go with thee, the 
same shall not go. 

5. So he brought down: the: people .unto the water: and the 
Lorp said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of the water with 
his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt thou set by himself; 
likewise every one that boweth down upon his knees to drink. 

: 6 And the number of them that lapped, putting their hand to 
their mouth, were three hundred men: but all the rest of the 
people bowed down upon their knees to drink water. 

, % And the Lorp said unto Gideon, By the three hundred men 
that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midianites into 
thine hand: and let all the other people go every man unto his 
place. 


15 And it was so, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream, 
and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped, and returned 
into the ‘host of Israel, and said, Arise; for the Lorp hath deliv- 
ered into your hand the host of Midian. 


16 And he divided the three hundred men into three companies, 
and he put a trumpet in every man’s hand, with empty pitchers, 
and lamps within the pitchers. 

17 And he said unto them, Look on me, and do likewise: and, 
behold, when I come to the outside of the camp, it shall be that, 
as I do, so shall ye do. ‘ 

18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, 
then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and 
say, The sword of the Lorn, and of Gideon. 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, came 
unto the outside of the camp in the beginning of the middle 
watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew 
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their han 

20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake the 
pitchers, and held the lamps in their left hands, and the trum- 
pets in their right hands to blow withal: and they cried, The 
sword of the Lorp, and of Gideon. , 

21 And they. stood every man in his place round about the 
camp; and all the host ran, and cried, and fled. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 
*N THE story of Gideon and his faith- 
ful followers, we have a striking 
illustration of the way in which God 
uses the weak things of the world to 
confound the things that are mighty (1 
Cor. 1:27). Outwardly, Gideon at first 
seemed no different from thousands of 
other young men in Israel. He was, 
as others in those -days of strife and 
oppression, living in fear of the Philis- 
tines as he carried on the daily toil of 
a farmer’s precarious life. But deep 
in his heart was an abiding. confidence 
in God that led him to wonder why 


His mighty power was not being exer-, 


cised for the deliverance of His people 
as in years of which the fathers had 
told. To him the angelic messenger 
came, bidding him rise up in the ir- 
resistible might of acknowledged weak- 
ness and dependence upon the living 
God, and so deliver Israel from the op- 
pression of the Midianites. Encouraged 
by one evidence of the divine favor after 
another, Gideon undertook the task, 
rallying to his standard quite a host 
from’ the tribes of Manasseh, Asher, 
Zebulon, and Naphtali. Evidently this 
uprising did not extend to Judah and 
cgntiguous tribes in the south, nor to 
those east. of the Jordan. By -special 
tests. the vast majority of this host was 
eliminated, lest they attribute the prom- 
ised triumph to their own: prowess and 
ability. Only three hundred faithful 
men remained, and with these the Lord 
wrought a great. victory, defeating the 
Midianites utterly and restoring liberty 
to Israel. 


Gideon’s subsequent history was an 
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unhappy mixture of humility and pride, 
of needless severity and condescending 
grace. He refused a proffered crown, 
recognizing the’Lord alone as Israel’s 
King; but he, later on, aspired to a 
priestly place, setting up a sanctuary, 
independent of that at Shiloh, which 
“became a Snare unto Gideon, and to 
his house” (chap. 8:27). 


The Historical Setting 
The events recorded in Judges 6, 7, 


and 8 took place in the north-central. 


part of the land, when roving bands 
of Midianites and Amalekites had ter- 
rorized the Israelites for some seven bit- 
ter years. Gideon flourished from about 
1296 to 1249 B.C., according to the _Ben- 
erally accepted chronology. 


Verse by Verse 


Judges 7:4—“The people are yet too 
many; bring them down unto the water, 
and I will try them for thee there.” 
It was the Lord Himself who thus spoke 
to Gideon. After 22,000 out of an army 
of 32,000 had returned to their homes, 
God saw that the 10,000 remaining were 
still too self-sufficient for the work He 
had for them to do. At a river or rivu- 
let a further sifting took place. 


.Verse 5.—“Every one that lappeth «... 
him shalt thou set by himself; likewise 
every one that boweth down upon his 
knees to drink.” The different ways in 
which these. men refreshed themselves 
was to be taken as an indication of their 
real characters. Those who just stop- 
ped long enough to lap up a little water 
in their hands were set to one side. To 
them gratification of thirst was inci- 
dental. They were intent on their mis- 
sion. Those who settled down for a 
long draught were to be discarded as 
too self-indulgent. 


Verse 6—“The number of them that 
lapped ... were three hundred men.” 
They did not realize they were being 
tested. But they manifested what spirit 
they were of by their behavior. 


Verse 7.—“By the three hundred men 
that lapped will I save you.” ‘These 
were chosen of God for His service. 
The 9,700, who were more concerned 
about satisfying their thirst than getting 
on the way to meet the Midianites, were 
dismissed and sent home. Read care- 
fully verses 8 to 14. 


Verse 15.—“When Gideon heard the 
telling of the dream... he... said, 
Arise; for the Lord hath ‘delivered into 
your hand the host of Midian.” For 
the confirmation of his faith God had 
permitted Gideon and Phurah, his at- 
tendant, to hear a Midianite soldier re- 
late a dream to his fellow, which clearly 
portended the destruction of the invad- 
ing army. Encouraged by this, Gideon 
prepared to attack immediately, small 
though his army was in comparison with 
the Midianite host. 


Verse 16.—‘He put a trumpet in every. 
man’s hand, with empty pitchers, and 
lamps within the pitchers.” Probably 
never before or since has an attacking 
party been so strangely armed. The 
trumpet speaks of testimony (1 Gor. 14: 
8). The empty pitcher speaks of the 
frailness of our humanity. The burning 
torch tells of the power of the Holy 
Spirit. When the pitcher was broken 
the light shone out. See 2 Corinthians 
4:7. 

Verse 17.—“Look on me, and do like- 
wise.” Gideon was a true leader. He | 
set the example the rest were to follow. _ 
In this he reminds us of our blessed 
Lord, who calls,us to follow Him in His 
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path of self-abnegation and confidence 
in the Father. 


Verse 18.—“When I blow with a trum- 
pet... then blow ye the trumpets also 
. . + and say, The sword of the Lord, 
and of Gideon.” They were to sur- 
round the camp of the sleeping Midian- 
ites, and when Gideon sounded his 
trumpet, all were to do the same with 

‘theirs and shout as men confident of 
victory, using the battle cry Gideon had 
given them. 


Verses 18-20.—“They blew the trum- 
pets, and brake the pitchers.” It was a 
startling interruption to the slumber of 
their overconfident foes. Rudely awak- 
ened by the sounding of three hundred 
t@umpets set at intervals in the darkness 
outside the circle of the camp, and star- 
tled by the crashing of three hundred 
pitchers and the flashing of as many 
mysterious lights, the Midianites were 
at a loss to explain what it all meant. 


Verse 21.—“All the host ran, and cried, 
and fled.” Imagining that a far greater 
army than that of Gideon had fallen 
upon them, the Midianites fled in ter- 
ror, not even attempting to defend them- 
selves against what must have seemed 
to them to be hopeless oddg. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The outstanding lesson of Gideon’s life 
is that of the importance of individual 
faithfulness. In a day of sad declen- 
sion and of insubjection to God on the 
part of the Chosen People, Gideon stands 
out as one who dared to believe God 
and to act upon His Word. He always 
honors individual devotedness, no mat- 
ter how dark the day and how far the 
public or collective testimony may have 
deteriorated. So: today, God is looking 
for and using men who dare to go 
against the general trend of the times, 
who put faithfulness to His testimony 
above self-interest and consequently are 
willing and ready to risk everything in 
obedience to the Word. Such can be 
sure that He who calls and equips them 
for His service will never let them down. 
One man with God is a host in the con- 
flict with the embattled forces of evil. 


A Lesson Outline 
Tue Lire or GmeEon 


Israel in need of a deliverer (Judges 
6: 1-10) 


The deliverer commissioned (vs. 11-23) 
Preparation for his lifework (vs. 24-35) 


Assurance as to his divine call (vs. 36- 
40) 


The testing of the army (chap. 7:1-6) 
Gideon's faith confirmed (vs. 7-15) 
The enemy discomfited (vs. 16-25) 


Commingled mercy and judgment (chap. 
8: 6-21) 


Refusing the crown (vs. 22, 23) 
Seeking the priesthood (vs. 24-27) 
Judging Israel (vs. 28-32) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 
4, July 23.—Woman’s Part in National 
Life 


Next Week’s Lesson 
6. August 6.—Power through Self-Disci- 
pline (Temperance Lesson). Prov- 
erbs 1:7-10; Jeremiah 35:5-10; 1 Cor- 
inthians 9:24-27; 1 Thessalonians 6:22 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Preparation for Service. In their prep- 
aration for greater work in coming 
days, God first trains His servants in 
secret. If Gideon had not been faithful 
as a youth in his father’s house, he 
would not have been fitted to become the 
leader of Israel in his maturity. It is 
all-important that we honor God in pri- 
vate if we would be used of Him in 
public. 


Trumpets, Lamps (or Torches), and 
Empty Pitchers. We have pointed out 
the significance of each of these ob- 
jects in the notes on the text, but it 
may be well to observe here that God 
works through broken things. Until 
the pitchers were broken the torch was 
hidden. At the sound of the trumpets 
the earthen vessels crashed, and the 
light of the torches illumined the dark- 
ness. It is only as we are content to 





be broken under the hand of God that. 


we shall be of real use to Him in dis- 
comfiting our foes. 


Tempting God and Testing Our Lead- 
ings. It is wrong to try to put God to 
the test (Matt. 4:7). But it is quite 
right to give God opportunity to show 
clearly what His will is. When Gideon 
spread out the fleece and besought the 
Lord to reveal His will by means of it, 
he was seeking confirmation of that 
which seemed almost incredible, namely, 
that one so insignificant as he felt him- 
self to be, was chosen of God to de- 
liver Israel. God met him in grace and 
confirmed his call by the sign oc the 
dew, first on the fleece, then on the 
ground, while the fleece remained dry. 


Applications and Summaries 


When assured that God has called one 
to a definite service, the question of 
ability can be left with Him. He will not 
fail to qualify His servants for the work 
He would have them do. 


It is always a mistake for anyone to 
push himself forward before he has been 
divinely called. But it is as great a 
mistake to hold back because of a sense 
of inferiority if God has said, “Surely 
I will be with thee.” 

Gideon was a worshiper before he 
became a soldier. In offering the sac- 
rifice. in Ophrah, his own home, he 
sought to honor God before he went 
forth to meet the enemy. 

Unless the image of Baal, set up in his 
own home, had been destroyed first, 
Gideon would have been powerless in 
the presence of the enemy. 
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God works with what He brings, not 
merely with what He finds in us. Three 
hundred devoted men who were ready 
to obey His word were far stronger 
than a vast host who relied on the 
own strength. 

Many a man who has been used 
greatly because of lowliness and sub- 
jection to God has failed at the last 
when motivated by subtle -spiritual 
pride. : 

Gideon refused a crown, but he made 
an ephod and it became a snare to Is- 
rael. In meekness he spurned the 
thought of becoming a king, but the 
idea of the priesthood carried with it 
an appeal that led him astray. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is the great outstanding lesson 
taught in the life of Gideon? 
2. Where did Gideon’s victories be- 
gin? . 
3. Why did God command Gideon to dis- 
pense with most of his army? 
4. How were the remaining few able to 
gain victory? 


5. If the Lord can accomplish results 
without many workers, how may we be 
sure He can use us in His service? 


6. What is our greatest need in prepara- 
tion for the Lord’s service? 


7. Is it showing lack of faith for a Chris- 
tian to “put out the fleece’’? 


8. Does God give definite assurance of 
His guidance and presence now to His 
children? 


(Answers on page 509) 
ue 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 
Illustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid. for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 


aay — Be 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent pai readers are asked to 
it the su tted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


Why Fear So Few?—There is no re- 
straint to the Lord to save by many or 
by few (1 Sam. 14:6, Golden Text). .A 
merchant in Glasgow used to preach 
wherever he thought he could do. good. 
One day he was talking about Shamgar. 
“Over the hill,” he said, “there came a 
man. He came near Shamgar and said, 
‘Shamgar, Shamgar, run for your life! 
Six hundred Philistines are coming over 
the hill after you.’ But Shamgar said, 
‘They are four hundred short. I'll tak® 
care of them.’ He believed in Scripture, 
you see — that one should chase a thou- 
sand.”—From Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Howard M. Green, Newfane, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 

May Need Emptying First—The peo- 
ple are yet too many (Judges 7:4). 
What if, after ail, there are too many 
instead of toofew? What ifthe churches 
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+-will need to be emptier beforé they are 
: fuller?. _What if there is something in 


us that*is not utterly crushed? God 
cannot work yet, we are not in fettle. 


-. We are not weak enough, broken enough 


for Him to take us and glorify Himself 


- in. a .great deliverance and victory. 


“Too many.” We are far too smug, sleek, 


- and -self-contained... But there is no 
-Cheating God. He will not allow you 


and me to come parading, to have our 


,Mames on communion rolls if we are 


not. going to be genuine.—From John 
McNeill, in “Herald of His Coming.” Sent 


_ by the Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, 
.. Trichinopoly, S. India. 


Preparation for Something Greater, — 
and Harder.—And the Lord said unto 
Gideon, By the three hundred men that 
lapped will I save you, and deliver the 
Midianites into thine hand: and let all 
the other people go every man unto his 
place (Judges 7:7). Bruce Bliven, in 
the: October Reader’s Digest, writing of 
the stupendous task of raising the colos- 
sal ‘Normandie in New York harbor, 
calls it “the greatest salvage job in his- 
tory.” He continues: “And —surpris- 
ingly enough—it has already had’ an 


_ important effect upon the war effort 


quite apart from the ship itself, for a 


.crew of salvage men-trained on the job 


at the Normandie were the ones who 
were. pressed into service to clear the 
North African harbors of the wreckage 
of Axis vessels and so speed the inva- 
sion of Sicily.” When the military and 
naval leaders of the Sicilian campaign 
needed workers to undertake the back- 
breaking, nerve-racking task of clear- 
ing the clogged African ports, they 
looked. for men of experience, and they 
found them in those who had been do- 
ing the -unromantic work of raising a 


-. capsized liner far. from the battle front. 
~ So it:often is in Christian service. Our 


place: may be humble, and our work 


. unnoticed, but God knows, and He may 
‘be preparing us for greater and harder 
, tasks —From The Sunday School Times. 


Sent by Mrs, Robert Vining, Piedmont, 
W. Va. 


Unless We Are Obedient.—When Gid- 


“eon heard . . . he worshipped, and re- 
- ‘turned into the host of Israel, and said, 
_ Arise (Judges 7:15). Shakespeare speaks 


of “the shapeless fabric” of a vision. 
Every photographer knows that the pic- 
ture that has been caught on the sensi- 
tive plate will soon disappear unless in 
a dark chamber it is passed through the 
solutions that make it permanent. What 
is true- ofthe fading impression of the 
face or the landscape is still more so 


. of the heavenly visions that break in on 


the dull monotony or sinful madness of 
our lives. We can keep them only in so 


far as we obey them. Act, act in the — 
living present !—From Dr. F. B. Meyer. 
Sent .by Altert. Mygatt, Mason City, 


Nebr. 
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Nét Quite Bright,—but Nine “Won. 
—Put a trumpet in every man’s hand 
(Judges 7:16). God uses:seemingly un- 
important instruments to His glory. 
Billy Sunday's choir director, Mr. Rode- 
heaver, told the following touching story 
about a boy who sang in his choir. 
“Joey was not quite bright. He would 
never leave the tabernacle till he could 
shake my hand. He would stand right 
next to me until the last man had gone, 
in order to say good-by. It was em- 
barrassing at times. One evening a man 
came forward to speak to me. He said: 
‘I want to thank you for being kind to 
Joey. He isn’t quite bright, and has 
never had anything that he has enjoyed 
so much as coming here and singing in 
the choir. He has worked hard during 
the day in order to be ready in time to 
come here at night. He has coaxed us 
to come, too, and it is through him that 
my wife and I,,and our five children 
have been led to the Lord. His grand- 
father, seventy-five years old and an in- 
fidel all his life, and his grandmother 
have come tonight, and now the whole 
family is converted.’”—From the Chfis- 
tian Digest. Sent by Hazel Thomson, 
Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


Broken Things in His Hands.—They 
. brake the pitchers (Judges 7:19). 

But broken pitchers bearing light — 
Yet Gideon’s host triumphant sang; 

And through the stillness of the camp 
Their shouts of victory rang. 


A broken body on the cross, 

A wound whence blood and water flow; 
That every fettered child of sin 

Might full deliverance know. 


How dear to God are broken things; 
What power in His hand they gain ! 
Then trust Him with your shattered hopes, 
And bodies racked with pain. 
—Anna Temple. 
—From Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng.; 
and E. M. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Hundredth Man.—The number of 
them that lapped ... were three hun- 
dred (Judges 7:6). It is the little “un- 
important” things that we do that “give 
us away,” if a colloquialism can be ex- 
cused, as in the case of my old farmer 
grandfather at the swell dinner who re- 
ported that everything was fine but the 
lemonade. He had drunk the water in 
his finger bowl in which was a piece of 
lemon, and the fine company knew he 
was a Jersey farmer, and loved him 
none the less! 

Thé live, alert, and careful fighter 
would not be off guard, lying’ on his 
stomach while drinking,gbut would do it 
as every country boy has done. 

There seems to be just about one vig- 
orous, self-contained, capable man_ to 
the hundred down to this very day. 
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During the depression and unemploy- 
ment, out of 32,000 idle men about 300 
“got something to do.” 

In a former lesson I told about an 
idle machinist who loaded up with ‘a 
few tools and a great string of door 
key blanks and went from door to door. 
He told me he had made from $3 to $10 
a day. , 

I told my Iron Rose Class about the 
door key maker and suggested any idle 
carpenter might find many.a housewife 
with a stuck drawer, broken sash cord, 
or some other little repair, and perhaps 
the need of some coat hooks. One of 
my idle carpenters was encouraged to 
try the idea out. “How did you make 
out, Joe?” I asked. “Not so good. 
Women slammed the doors in my face,” 
said Joe. “What day did you go?” “On 
Monday.” “That was washday, and all 
the women on the avenue, who do their 
own work, were in back of the house 
with the laundry. No wonder they 
slammed the door in your face. ‘You 
were lucky they did not cover you with 
hot suds.” 

This is all to say Joe was not a hun- 
dredth man. The Lord intends every 
man to be a success, but he is supposed 
to use the brains God has given him, 
which God will direct if He is consulted. 


God and the “Little Things.”—He di- 
vided the three hundred men into three 
companies, and he put a trumpet in 
every man’s hand . . . empty pitchers, 
and lamps (v. 16). “Order is Heaven's 
first law,” someone has said. Old Mars, 
the war god, must have laughed his 
helmet off when the three “divisions” 
of 100 men each started out to conquer 
a big Srmy with no other armament 
than trumpets, pitchers, and lamps. 

What Mars would not know was that 
there was another “division” in the 
Midian camp. It was the Jitters Divi- 
sion, whose commander was General 
Fear-and-Apprehension. 

This ‘was'/not the last time an army 
of men was defeated by what looked 
‘like harmless weapons, weapons no 
more dangerous than trumpets, pitchers, 
and lamps. Of course you think right 
away of Napoleon and the snowflakes in 
Russia. And the result of the war was 
not dependent upon the “strongest bat- 
talions.” 

When the “sword of the Lord” is on 
your side, no matter what the conditions, 
the “fight” is as good as won. We call 
it “the Victorious Life.” 

You will now and then notice upon 
the lapel of a man’s coat a little white 
pitcher. It is the badge of the “Gid- 
eons,” a society made up of Christian 
traveling men (“drummers”). Their 
slogan could well be “The sword of the 
Lord and of Gideon.” 

If any of the women readers of this 
Corner is traveling alone and needs help 
of any sort, she can unhesitatingly call 
upon any man wearing the little pitcher. 
A Gideon is always looking for an op- . 
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portunity to render a service for his 


' Master. 


In case you do not know, the Gideons 
for years have doné a fine work in put- 
ting the Bible in hotel bedrooms with 
most blessed results. 


One of those men who are always in- 
clined sto be critical said, “There are 
some churches the Gideons might take 
on !” 


Back on the Old Foundation.—The 
sword of the Lord, and of Gideon (v. 
18). What a splendid slogan with which 
to meet all those things which would 
destroy our happiness and prosperity. 
._ When we had the Deborah lesson we 
found the battlecry, “Up; for this is the 
day.” When we hang this on one side 
of the mantelpiece we can hang on the 
other side, “The sword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon.” 


It is by the “sword of the Lord” that 
we conquer all obstacles little or big. 
This is how the Times survives and 
grows. There is no success in life un- 
less under the care and leadership of 
the “sword of the Lord” and that for 
which it is the emblem. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY’S lesson is really a wonderful 

one. Did any of you boys ever hear 
of an army that went into battle with- 
out a gun or a sword or a single thing 
to fight with? What would happen to 
them? , 

Quiz 

1. Who was Gideon? The sixth judge. 
2. Who called him to be a judge? 

Judges 6: 12-16. 


3. How many men did Gideon have in 
his army? Judges 7:3. 

4. How many were scared and went. 
home when they had a chance? 
Judges 7:3. 


5. How many went home when God gave 
them a strange test? Judges 7:5, 6. 

6. What did the three hundred men 
carry into battle? Judges 7: 16-18. 

7. Did God give them the victory? 
Judges 17: 20-25. 

8. What is the Memory Verse? Isaiah 
12:2. 


Why do you suppose God sent back 
so many men of Gideon’s army, and 
then sent three hundred men out to 
meet thousands of enemies with no arms 
of any kind, only a pitcher, lamp, and 
trumpet? It was to show what God 
could do. If Gideon had gone out with 
a great army with swords and had won 
the battle, the Israelites would have 
thought they had done it all. So God 
used an impossible thing to get the vic- 
tory; then they knew it was God who 
did it. 
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God very often does the same thing 
today. He uses the little people and 
small things to do great works, so God 
will be given the glory. Not many 
great men preach the Gospel, but many 
little men preach a great Gospel. Not a 
great many rich people give their money 
for Gospel preaching and missionary 
work, but how God multiplies the gifts 
of the poor people, the many small gifts 
that come from loving, ‘willing hearts! 
It is God’s pleasure to do things this 
way, so none of us will get the idea 
that we are doing great things. We are 
just as human as the Childrer of Israel 
were, and just as conceited, and so God 
has to teach us as He did them that all 
power rests with Him. We are just the 
tools He uses, if we are willing to be 
used. 

This is the last of this series of les- 
sons in Judges,’ and they. have all shown 
us the power of God and the helpless- 
ness of men. We should be encouraged 
to have a part in service for the Lord, 
no matter how small we may be, for it 
is the small things that.God uses to 
confound the mighty, and weak things 
to put to naught the strong things. How 
glad we should be to be children who 
need God to lead us! ’ 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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Fain the Hiatloen 


By Philip E.. Howurd 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we look to Thee for the Spower that ts -with 
Thee alone. We realize that Thy servants 
are not to trust in themselves, but in Thee 
in any time of emergency. Thou dost mul- 
tiply Thy power to meet the need of those 


who trust Thee. Man’s measurement is not | 


the limit of Thy will, but Thy plaris, and 


Thy purposes are what we need to as | 


we face the issues of life. Help us to be 
Thy true servants, we pray Thee, and not 


to go forward in our own strength, but to | 


trust Thee at every step of the way. - We ask 
this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The Lord Knows , 
our needs, and it is He who measures. 
the obedience that He requires, and the. 


extent of our willingness to work in 
accordance with His plans. This occa- 
sion of Gideon’s obedience is not an 
account of what a man can do without 
any special help from God, but rather 
a testimony showing what God is will- 
ing to do for an obedient servant who 
trusts Him. It was contrary to human 
reason that Gideon, the faithful servant, 
could carry out God’s plan without the 
necéssary numbers to help him; but it 
is only when we think and act by a 
power far beyond that of human reason 


that we find out how wonderfully God 





Responsibility 
is man’s response 
to God’ ability. 
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is.able to carry out His plans to the 
point of great success. Who could sup- 
pose that that small company of Gid- 
eon’s men could have accomplished what 
they did? They could have done very 
little apart from the will of God, and 
what was so then is so now. In these 
days of world warfare is it only the 
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great armies that win victories, or is 
it small numbers that may have the 
greatest victories in battles? Do not be 
greatly troubled if your strength seems 
small. Paul said, “When I am weak, 
then am I strong.” Let us pray for 
victory in the Lord’s strength, and in 
His strength alone. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


ELL the Juniors the thrilling story 

of Gideon, as found in Judges 6 and 
7, including: -the sin of God’s people 
and the devastation of the Midianites; 
the angel’s appearance to Gideon at his 
work; Gideon’s beginning at home to 
put God first; the calling of an army; 
Gideon’s two tests of God; why the 
army was too large; God’s two tests of 
the army; the dream about the loaf of 
barley bread; the attack with its un- 
usual weapons — trumpets, pitchers, and 
torches; the slogan, “The sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon”; victory. 

Also tell of the modern Gideons, com- 
posed of businessmen, especially of 
traveling salesmen. 

The Lord has need also of younger 
Gideons. Aren’t there some bad things 
that go on among the children in your 
family or among your companions at 
play? Haven’t some of the giants we 
started to fight against a few weeks ago 
been getting back their power over you 
again? Instead of Midianites and Ama- 
lekites, your enemies are — (let the chil- 
dren name some, such as cheating in 
games, lying, swearing, disobedience, 
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teasing smaller children and animals). 
Is the “angel of the Lord” whispering 
to your heart that you should stop these 
things? You remember Gideon began 
at home, threw down the altar of Baal, 
and set up one to God. Could you be- 
gin by saying grace at meals, or reading 
the Bible to others every morning or 
evening? 


Then go out to fight the enemies of 
your group! You may be only a few 
against a large number, but if you are 
really doing it for God, you may be 
surprised what adventures you have and 
how much you can accomplish.. Your 
weapons? First, trumpets. Trumpets 
make a noise, don’t they? Then the men 
were to shout for the Lord and Gideon. 
Boys and girls can make a lot of noise; 
you won’t need any trumpets to let 
folks know you are around! You can 
let your pals know which side you are 
on—the Lord’s side —and that you are 
against cheating, swearing, and so forth. 
You can’t, of course, stop all the cheat- 
ing and swearing everywhere, but you 
can drive it out of your. group — out of 
your little country. Gideon’s three hun- 
dred had pitchers to break. You may 
have to break some bad habits of your 
own, before you can attack other folks’. 
Then the light of your good deeds can 
shine out bright for God. “Let your 
light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 
5:16). 


Your Bible readings show how God 
can use only a few to do big things: 
(1) From the Books of the Law. “Five 
of you shall chase an hundred” (Lev. 
26: 2-8); (2) From the Books of History. 
Two men against an army (1 Sam. 14: 
1-23); (3) From the Books of Poetry. 
A psalm of safety (Psa. 121); (4) From 
the Books of the Prophets. One against 
many (Dan. 6:3-23); (5) From the Gos- 
pels. The power two Christians have 
(Matt. 18:19, 20); (6) From the Epistles. 
The glory is God’s (1 Cor. 1:26-29); 
(7) From the Book of Prophecy. The 
few who stay true will be rewarded 
(Rev. 3:4, 5). 

Break your pitchers; blow your trumpets ! 

Dare for God to stand! 


Break your pitchers; blow your trumpets ! 
Be a Gideon’s band ! 


Bucxksport, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Are You One or Gon’s Necessary Few? 


HIS morning as I looked out the 

west window I noticed two of our 
young field men sitting on a ditch bank 
talking. Since they were within call- 
ing distance, my first impulse was to 
ask if they would like some time off. 
Instead, though, I went to the piano and 
played several verses of “Yield Not to 
Temptation.” When I finished, one of 
the men, his jacket thrown over his 
shoulder, was sauntering toward his 
house; the other had picked up his’ 
shovel and returned to work. One of 
them, I learned since, was too sick to- 
work. But was that an excuse for hin- 
dering someone else? Incidentally, both 
of these men have passed their physical 
examinations and are waiting for their 
call to service for Uncle Sam. 

Our Lord needs workers, since the 
harvest of souls is always abundant, and 
laborers are always few; yet only those 
does He want to employ who are fear- 
less, faithful, wide-awake, deeply con- 
cerned, and able and willing to work. 
He wants workers who are seeking His 
mind regarding the need, His plans of 
operation, and the power of His Spirit 
for victory. “The laborers are few,” but 
choice ! : 

Why did the Lord reject two large 
groups from Gideon’s army? The fear- 
ful ones might have stimulated fear and 
panic among others, and those who took 
too much time out for their own inter- 
ests, instead of hurrying back to the 
job, would have been a hindrance to 
speedy progress. Think of the men and 
women of America, past and present, 
who have been willing to tackle strange 
and difficult tasks under various handi- 
caps as they helped to make this coun- 
try the grand place it is. Many times 
they suffered from normal, human fears 
and discouragements and tiredness, but 
never were they afraid to keep on in 
their chosen fields. How was this true 
of Dwight L. Moody, Fanny Crosby, 
Abraham Lincoln, Clara Barton? 

“Why are not more people ready to 
do hard jobs and climb toward glorious, 
challenging goals?” we asked a group 
of girls. 
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“Most .folks are afraid they would 
fail or get hurt ih some way”; “Others 
are too lazy to get out of their rut of 
indifference and make a start,” were 
some replies. 

As we drive along the highways and 
see young people here and there, we 
wish so often that we could stop and 
ask them intimately if they know 
Christ? How many are preparing to 
make contributions that will make this 
country proud of them? Which ones 
are planning to answer the call of the 
Holy Spirit and go into full-time Chris- 
tian service? Is someone helping them 
to find satisfactory answers to such 
goals? 

Gideon, you will notice, made a prac- 
tice of conversing with the Lurd. Study 


these conversations (Judges 6:12-16, 2l-« 


24, 34-40; 7:2, 4, 7, 9-11, 15). Only that 
which is done in the strength of the 
Lord can be pernianently lasting. A 
little group of men with trumpets, 
pitchers, and torches could never have 
won a battle alone. They needed God. 

Yet, just suppose the three hundred 
who finally put the Midianites to flight 
had been afraid, like their friends, and 
unconcerned, or had ridiculed the 
strange weapons, and had been unwill- 
ing to co-operate with Gideon’s plan. 

God does not want unwilling, unpre- 
pared workers, but He does want some- 
body to work. Girls, there is always 
room for one more sincere, enthusiastic 
person in Christian service. Do you 
see present or future opportunities for 
you to be of value to your neighbors, 
your nation, and your God? How many 
of you will respond this morning to the 
call to be one of the Lofd’s choice and 
necessary few? 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, we are looking at one 

of the Lord’s stalwarts today: Gid- 
eon, a man whom God could mightily 
use, because he could obey God’s orders 
when they appeared ridiculous and 
foolhardy. “And what shall I more say? 
for the time would fail me to tell of 
Gedeon . . . who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, . . . obtained promises, stop- 
ped the mouths of lions, quenched the vio- 
lence of fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, . . . turned to flight the armies 
of the aliens.” ‘That is what the writer 
to the Hebrews said about this real 
man. (Heb. 11:32-34.) 

What amazes me about Gideon is that 
he was willing, in the face of a power- 
ful enemy, to scrap all his logistics and 
do what military experts would say was 
an idiotic thing: The Midianites and 
Amalekites, an armed host “like grass- 
hoppers for multitude,” were encamped 
before him in the valley; “their camels 
were without number, as the sand by 
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the sea side,” and the Lord cut Gideon’s 
little army of 32,000 down to 10,000, and 
from that down to 300. No weapons in 
their hands; each man carried only a 
trumpet, an earthen pitcher, and a’ 
lamp. 

It was pretty much as if General 
Eisenhower had been stripped of his 
air force, his great assembled allied 
armies (except a few divisions), all of 
his ammunition and fighting implements, 
and all of his naval forces except a 
few unarmed boats to carry the rem- 
nant across the channel on “D Day”; 
and when that remnant was required 
to disembark upon the beaches of 
Europe, each man had carried only a 
trumpet, an earthen jar, and a flash- 
light! Oh, yes, you might say that 
Gideon’s enemies even with their mul- 
titudes would not compare with the 
Nazi millions, their modern engines of 
war, and the much advertised Atlantic 
Wall. Quite true, but what difference 
does that make with Almighty God? 
Not that anyone would say General 
Eisenhower should have followed Gid- 
eon’s battle plans. There was no evi- 
dence that “the angel of the Lord” had 
revealed such plans to the United 
Nations. : 

As far as we know, the Allied Nations 
should haye used all the men, guns, 
ships, and planes they had gathered for 
the great conflict; but let us remember 
that the Lord has not changed, and He 
is the same yesterday, today, and for- 
ever. Zechariah 4:6 is still true: “Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my 
spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” If the 
hosts of the Allies would only make 
Him truly their Lord of hosts, with all 
that that involves, there would be no 
question about winning both, the war 
and the peace. 

There is no restraint to the Lord to 
save by many or by few,” said Jona- 
than to his armorbearer, and the two 
men alone climbed the rocky precipice 
and put to flight a whole garrison of the 
Philistines. David with his sling before 
Goliath, Moses with his staff before the 
mighty Pharaoh, Joshua with his trum- 
pet-blowing priests marching around 
Jericho’s walls, a lad with his five bar- 
ley cakes and two small fishes on the 
Galilean shore, William Carey cobbling 
shoes, Dwight L. Moody selling shoes, 
these and many others—all by simple 
but undaunted faith were made the 
channels of God’s almighty power, flow- 
ing like a great flood to salvage a needy 
world in their times. And here’s Gid- 
eon; what a man! 


Avon Park, Fta. 
se 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 














‘eae for July 30 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 504) 

1. That God honors faithfulness in the 
individual even though the mass goes far 
astray. 

2. In his own home, where he dared to 
act for God before going into public service. 

3. In order that the glory of the victory 
might not even seem to depend on human 
prowess. 

4. The .remaining men were obedient, 
alert, willing to do the unusual, and trust- 
ing God to bring results. Their very help- 
lessness proved God’s power. (1 Cor. 1:27, 
28.) 

5. There is always plenty of Christian 
work to be done by Spirit-led people with 
faith and vision. 

6. Our greatest need is for the power of 
the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). 

7. No. If done in faith and with a sincere, 
honest desire to know God’s will, He will 
honor it. God has promised to give wis- 
dom if we ask Him for it (Jas. 1:5). 

8. Yes, in the witness of the Spirit, and 
through circumstances, answered prayér, 
saved souls, and other tokens of His bless- 
ing. 

vw 


Christian Liberty 
(Continued from second page) 


When the Spirit of God is allowed to 
control the life then we are empowered 
to break the fetters of self and sin; then 
we are brought out of our dark prison 
house into the glorious light and lib- 
erty of the Gospel; then we possess a 
self. we no longer desire to forget or 
escape from, because the soul being in 
harmony with God is at peace with 
itself. 


Finally, “where the Spirit of the Lord 


is, there is liberty” in service. In one 
of the morning collects of the Anglican 
Church, God is addressed as “the Author 
of peace” iri “whose service is perfect 
freedom.” To be engaged in a service 
that is hard, oppressive, and boring is 
slavery, but to be engaged in that in 
which the soul delights—this is free- 
dom. 

Christ calls us to the service of love 
—love is its inspiration, its sustaining 
power. There is, no bondage in the 
service of love. Love’s bondage is per- 
fect freedom. Love is at once the freest 
and most bound of all things. We speak 
of youth being “captivated” by love, 
yet he is a prisoner of his own choice. 
He would not lose his chain for all the 
world. When the heart enters the prison 
house of love it is set free for the first 
time. 

‘When Paul was captivated by the love 
of Christ, he found such a delightful 
freedom in his service that he delighted 
to call himself the slave of Christ. In 
fulfilling Christ’s law of love he experi- 
enced perfect liberty. 

When we make a full surrender of our 
lives to Christ and make His will our 
supreme delight, then the Spirit pos- 
sesses us fully and we prove in daily 
experience that “where the Spirit is, 
there is liberty.” 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 30 
3. Love, Courtship, and Marriage 
(Mark 10:6-9; 1 Cor. 13:4-7) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


UR topic for this week’s prayer 
meeting is the third in the series 

of three important problems that young 
people have to face, and we shall find 
that it is closely related to the two that 
have gone before. The associations 
made in recreation and in the groups 
in which young men and young women 
spend their leisure time greatly influ- 
ence one’s choice of a life partner. In 
fact, experts point out that, in a very 
high percentage of cases, a life partner 
is chosen either from one’s immediate 
neighborhood, from one’s school or so- 
cial or church group, or from one’s busi- 
ness associates, thus indicating the great 
part that frequent contact plays in the 
choice they make. 
‘ ye 


As Christian young people, should we 
not, therefore, as far as is within our 
control, see that our associations are 
with those who know and love our Sav- 
iour? The place where we are likely 
to find such contacts is right in our own 
church and among those whose families 
have been known to our families for 
many years. 

4 


Right here might be a good time to 
consider the perils of the war courtships 
that seem to have overtaken so many 
young people in a sort of epidemic. The 
attraction of a uniform and the patriotic 
and sympathetic desire to do all in one’s 
power for those who are fighting for 
our country have turned the heads of 
many otherwise sensible young women. 
At the same time, the attention and the 


J, 1. ae 
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j 
open admiration of such young women 
have swept young men off their feet, 
with the result that many courtships and 
marriages have been indulged in where 
the two knew very little about each 
other except that he or she had a pleas- 
ing personality. The prospect that the 
sailor, or soldier, or marine might soon 
be moved elsewhere has been made a 
further excuse for hasty decision. All 
too often the separation that follows 
through the exigencies of war leaves 
both with little more than a memory of 
a few pleasant times together and little 
or no real knowledge of the other’s 
background or real personality. 
bd 
God’s Word shows that courtship and 
marriage are far too serious to be lightly 
entered with any such haste or lack of 
preparation. Our Scripture verses from 
Mark 10 explain that God’s plan from 
the beginning has been that man and 
woman shall be so united together that 
they shall be one (v. 8). It is to be a 
union that transcends any other earthly 
relationship, even that of one’s relation- 
ship to Father or Mother (v. 7). Fur- 
thermore, in God’s sight, the joining to- 
gether of man and wife is a permanent 
union, and not one that is to be broken 
by any man or woman (v. 9). There is 
no such thing in God’s sight as a trial 
marriage or a marriage of conven- 
ience. No Christian has the right to 
enter into marriage with the thought 
that if it does not work out all right 
divorce is a handy remedy. God’s Word 
makes it plain that divorce is per- 
missible in His~sight for one reason 
only, that of infidelity of the other 
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person. So sacred is the relation- 
ship between man and wife that God 
compares it to the relationship between 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the Church, 
the body of true believers (Eph. 5:25- 
33). 
ye 

Seeing then that God places such a 
high value on the marriage relationship, 
followers of the Lord Jesus dare not 
place a lower value upon it or enter 
into it thoughtlessly or lightly. God 
Himself can and will show each of us 
that one whom He has chosen for his life 
partner. Are we asking Him to guide 
us unerringly to that one, or are we 
permitting chance, or our own faulty 
judgment, to guide us in such an im- 
portant decision? We may be sure that 
the one of God’s choice will be theone 
to whom we can give the very best that 
is in us, and in whom we shall find the 
fullest response and joy. 

bd 

Since God places so great importance 
upon the marriage relationship, as fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus we shall want 
to keep ourselves pure and clean, so that 
the one to whom we finally pledge our 
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love and devotion may find in us the 
finest and best that God can make of 
us. Certainly we shall want nothing 
to do with the cheap and questionable, 
and sometimes evil, practices that are 
indulged in by young people who do 
not love and know the Lord Jesus, such 


as petting and necking and the like. To , 


keep one’s self pure and clean and fresh 
for the one whom God has chosen for 
us is not the way of popularity, but it 
is the way to the supreme joy and hap- 
piness and blessing that He has for two 
whom He joins together, never to be 
parted. 

A most helpful book that should be 
in the library of every young people’s 
group, available for its members, is, “For 
Better, Not for Worse,” by Dr. Walter 
A. Maier (Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis 18, Mo., $2.50 and $3). 

PHILADELPHIA. __ 

we 


Lost in the Temple 
(Continued from page 499): 


them were at any period of their lives 
regular Sunday school attendants.” What 


_an encouragement to the Sunday school 


worker to reach out and bring new 
scholars under the influence of the Gos- 
pel and Bible teaching in the school! 
Prevention is so much more valuable 
than curerand no Sunday school worker 
can therefore estimate the temptations 
he has helped his pupils and associates 
to overcome. 


“The age of Miracles is forever here,” 
wrote Carlyle long ago, and it is still 
true. If we keep close to Christ in faith 
and prayer and look hufhbly for direc- 
tion, we shall not lose Him in the tem- 
ple or elsewhere. The airplane pilot 
stays “on the beam” by keeping tuned 
in to the beam of the landing field. We 
can keep “on the beam” by keeping 
tuned in to God’s voice, tuning out 
other temptations, and then obeying and 
following His directions. 

The need and challenge of the Sunday 
school were never greater than now, 
but the miracles will be measured by 
our awareness of God’s greatness and 
his blessings to us and our willingness 
to say from our hearts: 

I give Thee back the life I owe, 


That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 


GERMANTOWN, OHIO. 
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Books for the Blind 


HE Braille Circulating Library of 
Richmond, Va., is making an urgent 
appeal to those who have blind friends 





to send in the names and addresses of ° 


these,— if they have been taught Braille, 
and if they wish to borrow Christian 
books. A special effort is being made 
to reach, either with Braille books or 
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with talking book ‘records, soldiers who 
have been blinded in this war. All 
books and records are sent as a free 
loan, without even the cost of postage, 
as the work, is supported by voluntary 
contributions. 


Thus far, this Library is able to offer 
on fecords only “If We Neglect” and 
“Believing Is Seeing”’ by James H. Mc- 
Conkéy, and “On the Wings of the 
Morning,” by Louise Harrison McCraw. 
But ‘there is a wide variety of books, 
in: Braille, by outstanding Christian 
authors, | . 

All requests will be attended to 
promptly. The chief problem in the 


_Work just now is to make contacts with 


those, readers of Braille or owners of 
talking book machines who want a 
Christian message. Address the Braille 
Circulating Library, 203 N. Jefferson St., 
Richmond, Va. 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, DD. 


‘ ———— 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
,, Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 24 to 30 

Mon.—Judges 6:25-382, A Faithful Leader. 

Prayer SuccesTions: “Gideon ... did 
as the Lord had said unto him.” Obe- 
dience in love is God’s first law. When 
we are disobedient God will not give 
us His fellowship or blessing upon our 
service. Our blessed Lord was “obe- 
dient unto death.” It is required of 


stewards (especially the stewards of the 


grace of God) that they be found faith- 
ful: Are you faithful in the little things 
of life? “He that is faithful in that 
‘which is least is faithful also in much” 
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WHAT WE MUST DO FOR" 
ISRAEL AFTER THE WAR 


6¢¢ FF THE Lord should delay His coming, we may expect reasonably 

that this frightful war will come to some sort of an end. Anticipat- 

ing such an event, we have already begun efforts to get. priority 
bookings on a clipper for Lisbon. We would strike immediately into the 
heart of Europe and undertake such a work of relief and reconstruction 
as we have never yet dreamed of doing since the Mission first began fifty 
years ago. Who knows how golden will be the opportunities in that des- 
perate hour, for the sowing of the Gospel seed at a time when Jewish 
hearts will be tender and torn, and Jewish bodies will be emaciated, and 
Jewish families will be separated? And who knows what a harvest such 
a seed-sowing at such a time will bring? It might easily be the forerunner, 
the harbinger of that miracle outpouring of God’s Spirit upon the Jewish 
nation promised for the last days, in the second chapter of Joel! And 
think what will be our privilege, as your Mission and your privilege as 
having made possible this stupendous task, to have had the motivating 
part in this greatest of all events, for which the whole world is groaning 
in agony that cannot be uttered! 


“There will be no New Testaments available in that day, for Hitler 
already has destroyed about’every vestige of God’s revelation; children 
will be wandering aimlessly, sobbing in vain for a mother and father that 
are no more. Women there will be, listening in vain for a voice that once 
rejoiced their ears to hear; but now that voice is not to be heard; fathers 
there will be, derelicts on the shores of savage brutalities, weeping in vain 
for mothers and children that they may never again see. Into the midst 
of this heartbreaking scene your Mission will come. For the spiritually 
starved masses we will print immediately right there in the heart of 
Europe, perhaps in Switzerland, a hundred thousand, five hundred thou- 
sand, even a million copies, if need be, of the New Testament in Yiddish. 
These we will scatter like the leaves of autumn; we have missionaries 
even now under contract to us, waiting in London who at the first ringing 
of the bells of peace will hie themselves with the speed of the airplane 
into these storm centers of heartache and spiritual blackness, as our 
agents. Through them we will distribute these thousands of copies of 
the New Testament; through them we will hold out the hand of mercy 
so that the suffering ones may receive from us spiritual blessing and also 
those things needed for bodily nourishment. Through them we will do 
our utmost to unite broken families; many of the refugees from the Nazi 
persecutions know that our Mission in Paris is to be the rallying center 
when the war is finished, for Jewish wanderers in exile, and there they 
hope once more to meet their loved ones. The address of our Paris 
Mission is in the pockets and memories of thousands of these unwanted 
Jews as they now hide themselves in the forests, in the hills, behind the 
a Nazi hunters.”—Joseph Hoffman Cohn, in The Chosen People, 

ay, 4 


ARE YOU WITH US? 








Dear FRrienps: 
Yes, I want a share in your God-given vision for shattered Israel after the 
WHR. TORO OD Bi... . ciedsdcdocss as my fellowship, and you shall have my prayers 
and heart sympathy. 
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512 HS): 


“A Little Cake First” 


The ¢rder in which we do two equally right and 
proper things often reveals which is uppermost 
in our hearts. God's order in 1 Kings 17:13 is: 
“first for me — and after for thee and for thy 
son."" This is the condition’ of the blessing 
which follows in verse 14. For the impression- 
able youth of today, under present evil 
influences, the price of future blessing is often 
an educational environment which puts ‘‘first 
things first.”’ 


No more blessed atmosphere for unfolding youth 
than association with other earnest you 
pases under the influence of a Christian col- 
ege campus. The school is highly accredited; 
but expenses are low, and many worthy young 
men and women work their way. 


A postal brings the complete story. 


Write Desk TP -744 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(Luke 16:10). Be faithful in all things. 
Pray that God will teach you to do His 
will, 


Tues.—Judges 7:4-8. Faithful Followers. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “By the three 
hundred . .. will I save you.” God- 
prepared workers are needed for pro- 
moting revival. He never uses untested 
servants in His “invasion army.” Gid- 
eon’s faithful followers were few in 
number, but they had the aid of Al- 
mighty God in their battles. Let us be 
“followers of them who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises” (Heb. 
6:12). Pray for a great awakening 
among the people of God. 


Wed.—Judges 7:15-23. Victory through Faith. 

PRAYER SuccestTions: “The sword of 
the Lord, and’ of Gideon.” The great 
victory of Gideon over the Midianites 
was a victory of faith. God, the object 


é 








A hospital auditorium meeting at, Camp Shelby. A 
little pleasantry often opens the way for the Gospel 
message. Inset: Note sober, earnest faces in this after- 
moeting, addressed. by the Chaplain and P.T.L. worker. 


“Able To Keep!” | 


HE Gospel meeting was over. 
Here and there little groups 
of soldiers were discussing earn- 
‘estly with P.T.L. personal workers 
the great question of their relation- 
ship to Christ.. Qne of the lads, 
when asked to take Jesus as his 
‘personal Saviour, replied he had 
often been urged to do so, but was 
afraid he could not hold out. 


Under the Spirit’s guidance, the worker 
read verse after verse in the little 
Testament. “Wherefore He is able also 
to .save them to. the. uttermost —” 
(Hebrews 7:12). “Helis able to keep 
that which I have committed —” (2 
Tim. 1:12). “Now unto Him that is able 
to keep you from falling —” (Jude 24). 
Showing how able the Saviour is to save 
and /> keep. 


“Who only can save you?” — “Jesus.” 
“And who only can keep you?” — 
“Jesus.” “Then will you trust him to 
save and to keep you?” — “I will!” 
Together the two men knelt, the younger 
one trembling with the conflicting 
emotions surging within his soul. Then, 
rising, the lad registered his newly made 
decision, signing joyfully on his P.T.L. 
Card — “I accept ist.” 


The next day, visiting him in his 
barracks, the team secured permission 
to hold a brief Gospel service for the 


entire company. 


At the close of a@ similar meeting in a 
California Camp, a chaplain remarked: “‘I 
wish we had more programs like this. Plenty 
of the other kind; but this is what we 
need.” The P.T.L. New York headquarters 
were opened in 1916 at the present address. 
We urge your prayerful partnership in this 
ministry of saloation. Made possible by 
the cooperation of God’s people. Write for 
free iliustrated quarterly to Dept. T744 


Address all communications to : 
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, 


fi Ne POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE Ancoctocated 


/56 FIFTH AVENUE , NEW YORK /0,N.9. 
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of faith, was relied upon to do His prom- 
ised work. Gideon, His servant, experi- 
enced this as he went. forward in obe- 
dience. The great heroes. of faith 
obtained all their blessings “through 
faith” (Heb. 11). Our salvation from 
sin by grace is through faith (Eph. 2: 
8). Lean hard upon God’s almighty arm 
(Psa. 57:2). Pray for a deeper under- 
standing of what is meant by “the 
sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.” 


Tkurs.—1 Samuel 14:6-15. Jehovah with Us. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “It may be that 
the Lord will work for us: for there is 
no restraint to the Lord to save by 
many or by few.” Jonathan’s words— 
“it may be’— were words of humility, 
not of doubt. He did not presume to 
trust in himself. He hoped, and doubt- 
less prayed for God’s special aid, and 
then put himself in the way of getting 
it. At this time of need in God’s church, 
let us, likewise, do our best to secure 
a great work of God. Pray for revival 
in the church and for the conversion 
of multitudes. 


Fri.—1 Samuel 17:41-49. One Man and God. 


Prayer Succestions: “I come to thee 
in the name of the Lord of hosts.” One 
man with God is better than a multitude 
without Him. Man is finite; God in- 
finite. The arm of flesh will fail, but 
the arm of the Lord forever “doeth 
valiantly” (Psa. 118:15). The world has 
yet to see what God will do through a 
fully obedient man. Many pray, “Use 
me,” but few, like Isaiah, say, “Here 
am I; send me,” Pray for~a man of 
God to rouse and lead the ministers of 
God. 


Sat.—Psalm 27:1-6. The Fearlessness of Faith. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: “Though an host 
should encamp against me, my heart 
shall not fear: though war should rise 
against me, in this will I be confident.” 
Since God is our Light, Salvation, and 
Strength, we have every reason to be 
fearless. God-fearing soldiers have rea- 
‘son to be more courageous and more 
cautious than those who trust in them- 
selves. If we “fear” the King of nations 
we shall not fear what man will do unto 
us (Heb. 13:6). Pray for more faith in 
God. 


Sun.—Romans 8:31-39. More than Conquerors, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In all these 
things we aré more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.” The 
“seven horrors of life” listed in verse 
35 have no terrors for one who knows 
and rests in the love of Christ Jesus 
our Lord. “Conquerors through him” 
is the grand secret. “More than con- 
querors” means perfect, supernatural 
victory with an eternity of enjoyment 
of Him who conquered, and the bene- 
fits of the victory forever. Pray that 
“through Christ”. victory may be 
known by new multitudes of God’s 
people. 
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SSVAWN NOLSO 
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